
Raised with Christ || A series through Colossians

Clean out your closet! 

Sermon Synopsis: We have old habits, thoughts, and behaviors that linger even after following Christ.  
We must learn how to replace these things with a new and better way of life in Christ. 
  
Colossians 2:5-14 (ESV) 
5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these 
you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not 
Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, 
and in all. 12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive.14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

Intro: I keep clothes that didn’t fit, are falling apart, or are simply out of style—no room! 

We all want to live authentic lives 
Set your mind on things that are above (Colossians 3:1, ESV) 
But how come it’s so difficult to do naturally? 
We love Jesus, but in moments of anxiety, we revert back to our old habits, relational 
brokenness, emotional reactions, ways of believing and seeing others, and other harmful 
behaviors…often without thinking! 

There is a conflict between the things we love 
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:  (Colossians 3:5a, ESV) 
 ^conflict   ^of the flesh  1

sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account 
of these the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 
(Colossians 3:5-7, ESV) ^desires —> the way we live is connected to what we worship  2

anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. (Colossians 3:8, ESV) 
  ^relational 
1. Clothes left in the closet that we don’t want to get rid of. (choices) 
2. Clothes left in the closet that we don’t even know are there! (habits) 
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IOW, we have a new identity that can’t fit in, cause our old self still has a foot in the door. 
illustration: Gary Bruce, the “property guardian” who keeps the squatters out. 
Your old life has no right over you—but if you don’t know your rights, it will be a squatter. 

Clean out your closet! 
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:  (Colossians 3:5a, ESV)  3

But now you must put them all away: (Colossians 3:8a, ESV) 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices (Colossians 3:9, ESV) 

How? 
1. New scripts that transform your mind (Col 3:1-4) 
 Old timers: “Affections.” The orientation of your heart. James K.A. Smith. 
 Your old loves are fighting a turf war. 

 Your body is full of a bunch of bad patterns and habits. 
 Romans 7 
 Only way to change a bad habit is to replace it with a new one. 
 Habits come from practicing the same thing over and over. 
2. New practices that reorient your habits to God  4

 Salient point: you must REPLACE old clothes with better clothes. 
   you must REPLACE squatters with Gary Bruce 
   you must REPLACE old loves with better loves 

We need new loves to replace the old loves 
One of the driest forms of religion is the mere removal of vices and sins. 
True religion is the replacing of lesser loves with better ones. 

Thomas Chalmers 
We have already affirmed how impossible it were for the heart, by any innate elasticity of 
its own, to cast the world away from it; and thus reduce itself to a wilderness. The heart is 
not so constituted; and the only way to dispossess it of an old affection, is by the 
expulsive power of a new one.  5

In Christ, we have a new affection called the new self—which is Christ’s self in us. 
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator. (Colossians 3:10, ESV) 
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We have been given a new identity. Now we must put it on.  
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above 
all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. (Colossians 3:12-14) 

We are to put the old self to death, and allow the new self to come to life in us. 

Galatians 2:20 (ESV) 
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And 
the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 

What’s in your closet? 
Good news: Let Jesus clean it out! How? Let him be the object of your love. 

WWII 
Positionally free 
Functionally enslaved 

Where do you want to be free? 
- Vice 
- Habit 
- Addiction 
- Thought 
- Reaction 
- Perspectives 

1. Invite Jesus into that space. 
2. Practice what you love. 
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 What is earthly is not a hatred for the material world, but for the old life and its way of thinking 1

and living. N.T. Wright. Colossians and Philemon. (TNTC; IVP Academic, 1986). 138. G.K. Beale. 
Colossians and Philemon. (BECNT; Baker Academic, 2019). 273.
 David W. Pao writes, “Paul is not randomly imposing a new list of selected regulations; rather, he 2

is calling the believers to reject their idolatrous past and to worship the one Lord of all.” This 
happens not just in our minds, but with our whole selves, including our bodies. Colossians and 
Philemon. (ECNT; Zondervan, 2012). 
 “Put to death” (Νεκρώσατε) is in the aorist active imperative form, which refers to something that 3

happened in the past which then gives rise to the action that you are commanded to take in the 
present. In this case, your old life “has died" (Col 3:3), so you should put to death that which is 
earthly (Col 3:5). David W. Pao. 219
 James K.A. Smith ones noted that “learning-by-practice” is “the way our hearts are correctly 4

calibrated.” Consequently, it is also how our hearts are misdirected and miscalibrated. You Are 
What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit. (Brazos Press, 2016). 21-22
 Thomas Chalmers. The Expulsive Power of a New Affection. 65
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