
Raised with Christ || A series through Colossians

Counterfeits 

Sermon Synopsis: There is a path of least resistance that promises us life, but ends up robbing us of life. True 
fullness, however, is found in Jesus Christ.  
  
Colossians 2:1-15 (ESV) 
For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all 
who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in 
love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's 
mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say 
this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For though I am absent in 
body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in 
Christ. 6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in 
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him 
the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of 
all rule and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working 
of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This 
he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

Intro: If you could be in the room with one person, who would it be? What would you ask them? 
Me: Bryan Loritts. I asked lots! Most of us are “in the room” with Jesus, and ask him nothing. Why? 

WHAT Christians are supposed to do 
Learn from Christ 
to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which 
is Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:2-3, ESV) 
This is the most significant thing some of you will hear, because some of you have trained 
yourself to think of Christ merely as a savior, and not as a teacher. (Forgiveness not guidance) 

Perhaps the reason we trust in Christ for forgiveness but do not learn from him is because 
we don’t trust that he is knowledgable about life. About OUR lives. 
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Dallas Willard. The Divine Conspiracy. 
[Jesus] is not just nice, he is brilliant. He is the smartest man who ever lived. He is now supervising 
the entire course of world history (Rev. 1:5) while simultaneously preparing the rest of the 
universe for our future role in it (John 14:2). He always has the best information on everything 
and certainly also on the things that matter most in human life.  1

Discipleship entails being with Jesus, learning from Jesus, and becoming like Jesus. 

WHY Christians are supposed to learn from Christ 
Anything that contradicts the way of Christ is a counterfeit 
I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments… See to it that no one 
takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to 
the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. (Colossians 2:4-8, ESV) 
Philosophy — Not all philosophy is bad, only that which contradicts the way of Jesus.  2

The “philosophy” in Colossae was likely external rules regarding materials things  (next!). 3

Tradition — Tradition isn’t bad per se either. Only that which is done in contradiction to Christ. 
The point: There will always be paths of least resistance that seem more attractive to us than the 
way of Jesus. Because they are easier than Jesus, but make the same promises. Ex:  
      irony: we trade the one who has all treasures knowledge for __________. 

Problem: counterfeits promise us a lot, but fail to deliver.  Eventually will destroy you. 4

Gospel: It is in Christ that the fullness of what we were made for, exist for are, are kept. 
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the 
head of all rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with 
him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he 
set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open 
shame, by triumphing over them in him. (Colossians 2:9-15, ESV) 
How to be a Christian? Give life to Christ, love him more than counterfeits. 

HOW Christians are supposed to learn from Christ 
1. Walk in Christ 
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. (Colossians 2:6-7, ESV) 

Walk — Continue in what you know about Christ 
- Rooted — Having a personal connection with Christ  (intimacy) 5

- Built — Engaging in your own spiritual development  (growth) 6

- Established — Having a complete reliance on God  (dependence) 7

- Thanksgiving — Not seeing this as a duty, but a delight! (worship) 
 Walk = [Plural] — all of this list must be done together too 
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“as you received” (remembering) 
“so walk in me” (returning) 
“just as you were taught” (remembering) 

1. Remember and Return 
 Don’t stop now! The danger of stopping… 

Revelation 2:1-5 (ESV) 
To the angel of the church in Ephesus write…“‘I know your works, your toil and your patient 
endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call 
themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently 
and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown weary. But I have this against you, 
that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first.” 

1. When were you most alive to Christ recently? (remembering) 
2. How is Christ calling you back to Him? (returning) 
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