
Sermon Series- Into the Wilderness 3/31/19 

Title: Generosity 

Sermon Synopsis: We are called to loosen our grip on earthly riches and take hold of God and His 

promises.  This allows His transforming power in our lives overflow in generosity to others.  

 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (ESV) 

17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 

uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to 

do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure for 

themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly 

life. 

 

Intro- The Monkey Trap Story 

 

Just like the monkey who is attracted/enticed to the bait (nut/fruit), pursues it, grabs it tightly 

and is stuck/trapped, we can get stuck with our hope grasping onto the wrong thing and impacting 

what God wants to do in/through us. 

 

During the season of Lent we are being intentional about letting go of things that draw us away 

from our focus on Jesus & the transforming power of His resurrection.  

 

Last week we practiced eliminating the noise to experience God through solitude & silence, the 

week before eliminating things we crave to experience God through fasting….. 

 

AND this morning we will explore loosening our grip on our hope in earthly riches to grab Hold of 

God & His promises through increased generosity. 

 

In 1 Timothy, Paul is writing a letter to his apprentice Timothy and charging him with refocusing 

the people in the Church at Ephesus…As we study these verses the question for us all this morning 

is- how do we need to be refocused this morning to experience more of God through the practice 

of generosity. 

 

2 Step Process-  

1. Loosen our grip on (pride & hope in “earthly riches”) 

2. Take hold of (God & His Promises) 

 

*reminder from Monkey story- we can’t hold tightly to both at the same time-  

Loosen our grip  

17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 

uncertainty of riches (leave up when breaking this verse down) 

 

1. “Rich in the present age” – it’s us in this room…a few stats: 



● Average American earns 10 times the typical person in the world 

● Global median income is $2,100 per year = $175 per month 

● Top 1% income Worldwide is $32,400 per year = $2,700 per month 

● Present age = then & now but not the forever 

 

1. “Charge them”- Paul is encouraging Timothy to train, exhort, build discipline in the 

people in the Church at Ephesus-  

● How do we train-  

● Know the truth, some have forgotten/wandered 

● Build new practices/not one time acts…recurring behaviors that shape us- 

RHYTHM’S 

1. “Not to be Haughty”- blatantly proud, superior, having contempt for others, I’m better 

than them because of what I have- power of comparisons/social media- epidemic 

 

1. “Not to set your hopes on the uncertainty of riches”  

● Your desires, expectations, Things you are counting on 

 

Q- We all have hopes/things we trust in, Paul specifically calls them out on putting their hopes 

in earthly riches…..think about this for a moment, what are your hope set on? 

 

Nobody wants to put their hopes on things that aren’t going to happen, right? Why does Paul call 

earthly riches “uncertain”?  

  

Scripture & experience give us insights into why we shouldn’t be prideful about or put our 

hopes in earthly riches?  

 

Scripture 

Deuteronomy 8:17-18a (ESV) 

17 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this 

wealth.’ 18 You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth,  

● Its ALL His and what we have is His gift- thankful not prideful 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. 



● It doesn’t last & can turn your heart away from God 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:10-15 (NLT) 

10 Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth brings true 

happiness! 11 The more you have, the more people come to help you spend it. So what good is 

wealth—except perhaps to watch it slip through your fingers! 

12 People who work hard sleep well, whether they eat little or much. But the rich seldom get a 

good night’s sleep. 

13 There is another serious problem I have seen under the sun. Hoarding riches harms the saver. 14 

Money is put into risky investments that turn sour, and everything is lost. In the end, there is 

nothing left to pass on to one’s children. 15 We all come to the end of our lives as naked and 

empty-handed as on the day we were born. We can’t take our riches with us. 

● It doesn’t ultimately satisfy (from the man who had everything) 

 

Experience 

 

John D Rockefeller- One of the wealthiest people in modern history (net worth $336 billion) 

“I have many millions, but they brought me no happiness” 

 

According to a 2009 Sports Illustrated article 

● 78% of National Football League(NFL) players are either bankrupt or are under financial 

stress within two years of retirement  

● An estimated 60% of National Basketball Association (NBA) players go bankrupt within five 

years after leaving their sport. 

 

Summary 

● Everything is God’s 

● What we have is a gift from Him 

● It doesn’t last 

● It doesn’t satisfy 

 

Q- Anything coming to mind in your own life that you are holding on to too tightly, and taking 

the place that Jesus wants to be in? 

 

Are you getting the picture Paul is painting for Timothy and the people in the Church at Ephesus? 

Are they gripping tightly to the wrong things?  If I loosen my grip what do I hold onto? Paul tells us 

in v17b 

 



TAKE HOLD OF  

but on God, who richly supplies us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do good, to be rich 

in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as 

a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life. 

 

● BUT ON GOD (REPEAT) 

 

His Provisions- richly supplies! 

2 Peter 1:3 (ESV) 

3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness 

 

A promise to take care of today- certainty 

 

John 3:16 (ESV) 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

● A promise to take care of the forever- certainty 

 

God richly supplies- in the ultimate act of generosity our Heavenly Father gives His Son and the 

Son gives His life for us, forgives us of our sins and provides the means to live a transformed life  

 

The overflow of His Grace 

Our hearts are transformed by His love for us and what flows out is generosity 

 

Philippians 2:3-5 English Standard Version (ESV) 

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,  

 

18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 

 

● Do good- requires action, taking steps 

● Be rich- abundant, from a transformed heart, activated by God’s grace 

● Be generous- freely distributing 

● Ready to share- trained, watchful 

 

What might this look like- The story of Jesus feeding the 5,000  



● Jesus & Disciples- tired, hungry, weary, ready for a break, some personal down time 

Jesus- head on a swivel- ready to show abundant generosity- relational & financial (time, 

treasures, talents) 

● Compassion (emotional) 

● Taught (spiritual) 

● Fed (physical) 

Jesus’s example of generosity to those of us who are feeling that I’d like to but Im too tired, too 

busy, too limited in resources 

 

Here’s the challenging part of this- Generosity is a PARADOX- contrary to common sense and yet 

true- 

Giving we receive and grasping we lose-  

Q- Do you believe it? Can you trust in it? 

Q- Do you have fear about what you might lose by stepping out in it (generosity)?  

Q- Can you give more financially, when you are having a difficult time making ends meet? 

Q- Can you give more of your time or talent, when you feel your time is stretched beyond your 

limits? 

These are big questions w/ big implications….The evidence shows that many Christians struggle to 

live out a life of generosity… 

● Average Christian gives between 2-3% 

● Between 10-20% give 10%+ 

● Almost 50% don’t give and don’t volunteer 

 

Scripture lays it out as Truth, and social science reinforces this as fact- 

 

Proverbs 11:24-25 (ESV) 

24 One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; 

    another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. 

25 Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, 

    and one who waters will himself be watered. 

 

You are being BLESSED to be a BLESSING (Genesis 12) 

 

● University of Notre Dame study (over 2000 surveyed) 

● Study Results- The more generous- more happiness, health, purpose of life, less 

depression & more interest in personal growth that you enjoy 

● The happiness measure (one of 5 metrics)- 

● Gave over 10% are 36% more (very happy) than those who gave less than 10%  

● High Relational Generosity are 86% more (very happy) than those with little 

Relational Generosity 



● Weekly Neighborly Generosity 160% more (very happy) than those who never have 

Neighborly Generosity  

 

Survey results narrative: 

By clinging to what we have, we lose out on higher goods we might gain. By holding onto what we                                       

possess, we diminish its long term value to us. In protecting only ourselves against future                             

uncertainties and misfortunes, we become more anxious about uncertainties and vulnerable to                       

future misfortunes. In short, by failing to care well for others, we actually do not properly take                                 

care of ourselves. Those who give their resources away, receive back in turn. In offering our time,                                 

money and energy in the service of others’ well-being, we enhance our own well-being as well. In                                 

letting go of some of what we own for the good of others, we better secure our own lives, too. 

Smith & Davidson- The Paradox of Generosity 

 

Conclusion- 

Think for a moment about how a life transformed by really grabbing hold of the power of Jesus’s 

resurrection (Easter story) could overflow in radical generosity. 

What that could do in your life, family, workplace, Church- 

 

What is God asking of each of us today? We have an opportunity to edit the generosity script 

we have been playing 

● Loosen your grip 

● Take hold 

● The overflow of His grace transforms your heart & produces a lifestyle of generosity 

 

Questions-  

● What time, treasure, or talent am I gripping too tightly and need to release?  

● What step can I take today to align my generosity with the grace I’ve received from you? 

 

 

 

 
 


