
Into The Wilderness || A Series Through Lent

Into The Wilderness 

Sermon Synopsis: Lent is a journey that prepares us for a deep work of God that can only happen in the wilderness 

Luke 4:1-13 (ESV) 
Sandcrabs — Sometimes you gotta dig deep! 
There’s things underneath the surface in you that God wants to pull out (bad/good) 
But wont happen on the surface…deep (Biblical metaphor: wilderness) 

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness, for forty days, being tempted by the devil. (Luke 4:1-2a)  DEF: wilderness (when life does not come easy) 
Note: 1) The Spirit led Him, 2) It was not over quick! 3) It was necessary for effectiveness 
The work happens in the wilderness 

1. The purpose of Lent 
The wilderness is where God does work in his people. That’s what Lent is about (History) 
Lent prepares us for Easter, as we reenact the story of Christ in the wilderness. Rush to resurrection. 

2. The process of Lent 
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 
the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during 
those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. (Luke 4:1-2) 
Jesus is training!  
WWJD vs. WDJD  1. Releasing what he did not need^) 
And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’”  (Luke 4:4) 
   2. Relying on on His Father instead of his own human resources. 
LENT: We release what we do not need, to take hold of what we already have: Life…in God 

Objections: religious legalism or libertine freedom? Neither…  1

Titus 2:11-12 (ESV) 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.    
Why 40 days? “One drop of water every five minutes will not get you a shower.” - Willard  2

3. The outcome of Lent 
And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went 
out through all the surrounding country. (Luke 4:14)       The wilderness leads to renewal  3

[Talk about series a bit] 
Filled on the way in—empowered on the way out  
God will bring you into the wilderness in order to bring the wilderness out of you 
Q: God, what do you want to do in me
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