
Apprenticing Jesus || A Series Through the Gospel of Luke

Enter the Cloud 

Sermon Synopsis: When life is unpredictable—what we need most is to slow down and see Jesus 
Themes: 

Luke 9:28-36 (ESV) 
Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James 
and went up on the mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the appearance of his face 
was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were talking with 
him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with 
sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with 
him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are 
here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing 
what he said. As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they 
were afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my 
Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 
alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. 

Intro: flying plane, entering a cloud. No sense of right/left. Must trust pilot completely. Enter the cloud 

We need God to show up 
Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James 
and went up on the mountain to pray. And as he was praying, the appearance of his face 
was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were talking with 
him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was 
about to accomplish at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:28-31, ESV) 
The whole Bible points to Him—the story is about him. And the degree to which we get 
pulled into the story is the degree to which we will be set free to truly live 

But God often shows up in the grit not the glamour  When we’re…. 

1. Tired                        AP! 
Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they 
became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. (Luke 
9:32, ESV) 

 When life has exhausted you, and you need to be awakened  
 When you’ve been waiting for a move of God, but it’s taking a long time. 

Sometimes what you need most is not a quick fix, but the ability to SEE 
past the present circumstances 
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2. Transfixed                        AP! 
And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we 
are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—
not knowing what he said. (Luke 9:33, ESV) 

 When you try so hard to preserve the past, because you’re afraid of the future 

3. Torn                        AP! 
And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we 
are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—
not knowing what he said. (Luke 9:33, ESV)  

 When you don’t know what to choose and lose sight of what is most important 
  Jesus was found alone. (Luke 9:36, ESV) 

We must trust Him (the pilot) completely 

1. We will feel overshadowed by the “cloud”                      AP! 
As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were 
afraid as they entered the cloud. (Luke 9:34, ESV) 

The “cloud” was often what enshrouded the glory of God. 
It was not the glory of God. 
It was there to mask the glory of God from the people, so they would not see—and die 
These are the moments for us when life is full of questions, and God doesn’t reveal 
what he’s doing—all we see is a cloud. 

2. Keep moving forward through the cloud                        AP! 
As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were 
afraid as they entered the cloud. (Luke 9:34, ESV) 

You don’t always need answers to know the most important thing: Jesus is real 
You don’t always need to know “why” if all you know is “Who” 
If you have Jesus, you can enter the cloud 

3. God will reveal himself in the cloud                        AP! 
And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to 
him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and 
told no one in those days anything of what they had seen. (Luke 9:35-36, ESV) 

Sometimes the deepest revelation comes out of our deepest valleys 
You’re going to get through this. Christ can be found in the cloud of despair. Enter the 
cloud, and listen for Him.
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