
Apprenticing Jesus || A Series Through the Gospel of Luke

From Observation to Participation 

Sermon Synopsis: The kingdom of God which breaks into the world through Jesus, is now moving out through his 
disciples, who are sent on his behalf, with his power, to speak his message. 
Themes: kingdom, gospel, healing, mission 

Intro: “I wanna do that!” 

Turning point: from observation (ch.5-8) to participation (ch.9-10)   AP! 
he sent them out (2a) 
Disciples of Jesus are “sent” by Him 
Sent where and to do what? What should participation with Jesus look like from day to day? 

1. Roots      AP! 
And whatever house you enter, stay there, and from there depart. (Luke 9:4a) 
Establish roots in the neighborhood         

Jeremiah 29:4-7 (ESV) 
Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 
produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 
decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

2. Reliance      AP! 
Take nothing for your journey (Luke 9:3a) 
Idea: neighbors should see your life and where your security lies 
Live dependently on Christ — which begins with an awareness of his presence 
Nicholas Herman (1611) the dishwasher who walked with Jesus 
         AP! 

Brother Lawrence (Practicing His Presence) 
My prayers are nothing other than a sense of the presence of God  1

Brother Lawrence (teaching a soldier how to be aware of God’s presence) 
How can he be aware of a God who is always with him? It is really quite simple. Let 
him just think of the Lord as often as he can…He can accustom himself to this 
simple exercise, this small but holy exercise, little by little. No one will even notice. 
And nothing is easier than to repeat these little internal adorations intermittently, 
all through the day  2
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3. Example      AP! 
gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure diseases (Luke 9:1b) 
Show people why the kingdom is good news 

4. Explanation      AP! 
to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal (Luke 9:2) 
Explain why the kingdom is good news 

Gospel = God has broken into our world in Jesus, and through his death and resurrection, Jesus has been 
made both King and Savior. Respond: believe, repent, follow — learn to walk with and participate in him 

There will be opposition 

And they departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and healing 
everywhere. Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was 
perplexed (Luke 9:6-7)  

“…shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them.” 

2 Corinthians 2:15-16 (NLT) 
Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God. But this fragrance is 
perceived differently by those who are being saved and by those who are 
perishing. To those who are perishing, we are a dreadful smell of death and 
doom. But to those who are being saved, we are a life-giving perfume. And who 
is adequate for such a task as this? 

 IOW—We can’t control the outcome, only live as sent people on mission 

Intro: “I wanna do that!” Water/mud (Jude often doesn’t do things as well. But it’s my joy to let him participate in what I’m doing) 
We too, often make a mess. But God delights in us. 

 Let’s receive the invitation to move from observation to participation 

Let’s pray for a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit to live on mission 
• Filling: not so much an experience, but a surrender to His will 

- Stand 
- Hands open 
- Pray: Christ, I want all that you are; empower me by the Holy Spirit 

 Brother Lawrence & Frank Laubach. Practicing His Presence. (SeedSowers) 56, 691

 Ibid, 802
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