
Apprenticing Jesus || A Series Through the Gospel of Luke

The Inconvenient Jesus 

Luke 8:26-39 (ESV) 

You’re in a spiritual battle 

       Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to 
abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 
wage war against your soul. (1 Peter 2:11) 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in 
which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons 
of disobedience (Ephesians 2:1-2) 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of 
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 6:11-12) 

Luke 8:26-30    AP! 
• A man…who had demons (Legion) 
• No clothes, tombs 
• Different voice 
• Seized him 
• Superhuman strength 
     There is a supernatural battle for the souls of people 
     We need the presence of a King  
Luke 8:31-35 
Jesus commands the demons and they obey Him (we’ll talk about doing this in ch10) 
The demonized man is made whole, mind, body, and relationships 
Sozo (36) 
Salvation involves freedom from oppression by the devil 1 John 3:8 (riff) 
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Flesh World

Demons



But the presence of the King is inconvenient 
Here is what accompanies His presence… 

1. Sacrifice  
Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged 
him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons 
came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the 
steep bank into the lake and drowned. (32-33) 

1. Economic (lots of lost pigs)            *He may call you to give up things that bring you security 1

2. Discomfort 
And those who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had 
been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the 
Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. 
So he got into the boat and returned. (36-37) 

1. Demons 
2. God’s power                                       *Messy 

3. Surrender 
The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, 
but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much 
God has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole 
city how much Jesus had done for him. (38-39) 

1. From safety to service 

This is inconvenient because… 

We just want His blessing on our agenda 
“I like the idea of Jesus, but I also want to live my life the way I want to live it.” 

And because of that, you have not committed or surrendered to the will of God 
because of what that will mean for the way you live your life (sin, agenda, comfort, security) 

Christian Smith, Professor of sociology at Notre Dame, after conducting an 
extensive study on the religious climate of America, coined the term Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism to describe what he saw as the overwhelming spiritual stance 
of Americans: God is Someone who exists and does stuff, but doesn’t really get 
involved in our lives in any meaningful way, and doesn’t require much from us.  2
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Many professing Christians have a preconceived idea of Jesus that fit their own liking: 
a personal Jesus to take our problems away, but who doesn’t interfere too badly 
        RESULT: A life lacking power 
          *TRUE POWER COMES FROM SURRENDER 

And surrender is inconvenient. Jesus is inconvenient. Maybe even a bit unsafe. 
He says things that are uncomfortable, even offensive to our social norms. 
          IS HE WORTH IT? 

C.S. Lewis 
Aslan is a lion- the Lion, the great Lion." "Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was 
a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a 
lion"..."Safe?" said Mr Beaver ..."Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't 
safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.” 

He may rearrange your life, but it will be better than how he found it 

Jesus is inconvenient. But you don’t need more convenience in your life.  
You need hope, transformation, redemption, godly power, healing. And for the 
demons that have been tormenting you to be scattered. Only Jesus can. 
Surrender: I want more of you at any cost. 

 Mark 5:13 numbers the pig at about 2,0001
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 These findings can be found in the book by Christian Smith with Melinda Lundquist Denton. Soul Searching: The 2

Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers. (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 2005). Most of the 
info is around the 162-171 mark.
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