
Apprenticing Jesus || A Series Through the Gospel of Luke

This Isn’t What I Expected 

Sermon Synopsis: God’s agenda is always better than what we expected. But we have to let go to experience it. 
Themes: expectations Metaphors:  

Luke 7:18-23 (ESV) 

Luke 7:18-20 (ESV) 
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19 calling two of his 
disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or shall we look for another?” 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, 
“John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?’” 

Sometimes we have expectations for God 
Context 

Sometimes God doesn’t meet our expectations 
I thought you were going to topple Rome  
I thought you would break me out of prison 
I thought I would be married by now 
I thought I would make more money 
I thought I was gonna get the job 
 *This isn’t what I expected 

Unmet expectations lead to disappointment  
How many here are disappointed with God? 

I love you Wash car, it rains

Abby: I know You hope rain washes car, it moves 
dirt around

This isn’t what I expected This isn’t what I expected This isn’t what I expected
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Listen closely to Jesus response … 

Luke 7:21-22 (ESV) 
In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many 
who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you 
have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 

Context: Luke 4 (he’s doin things!) 
Jesus didn’t come to acclimate to our way of doing things;   (same old, like Marvel) 
He came to recalibrate us to the heart of God.  
We just miss it cause we can’t see past our unmet expectations! 

 Examples: Luke 22:24-27 
 Judas — you can be around Jesus for years, and still miss him entirely. Why? 

  Your disappointment has blinded you 
  Horse blinders     Look!^ 

   When you are too focused on what God is not doing, 
   You may fail to see what He is doing  
Luke 7:23 (NIV) 
God blesses those who do not fall away because of me. 

Fulfilled are those who let him start from scratch in their lives 
“God, you’re here—now bless my agenda” —> “God, I’m here, What do you want to do?” 

Matthew 10:39 (ESV) 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

True joy comes from surrender. That’s the problem! We want to keep our life. 
So God may have to disappoint you to detach you from mediocre expectations 

My wall (I didn’t understand it at the time, but now I see) 
“This isn’t what I expected” turns into, “What are YOU doing in me/this right now ?” 
The fruit is in the process.  How many here are disappointed with God?  
     He may be doing something. Are you listening? 

Sometime we have to give up our expectations, in order to experience what God has 
Then our expectations turn in to expectancy 
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A story — When their eyes were opened (to his agenda) in the breaking of the bread 

Luke 24:21-35 (ESV) 
But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since these things happened. Moreover, some women of our 
company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, and when they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, 
who said that he was alive.Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” And he said to 
them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 
into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were 
going farther, but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward 
evening and the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was 
at table with them, he took the bread and blessed and broke it and gave it to 
them. And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he vanished from 
their sight. They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked 
to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” And they rose that same 
hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with 
them gathered together, saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to 
Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 

In His surrender, we find life. 
In His life, we learn how to find surrender 

[Communion]
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